
2021 MICHIGAN ANIMAL SHELTER ANNUAL REPORTS
For a decade and a half, Michigan licensed animal shelters have submitted an annual report of intake and outcome statistics to the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD). Few states have this type of important documentation for 
homeless animal welfare. 

This data was largely ignored until Michigan Pet Fund Alliance, the predecessor to Michigan Pet Alliance, over a decade ago, 
took the individual reports, entered the data into a database and applied a simple formula to determine each shelter’s live 
release rate. The information was then ranked, revealing the performance of each shelter and listing the shelters from the 
highest lifesaving rate (animals leaving the shelter alive) at the top to those with the lowest rate at the bottom. 

When first issued, the Live Release Rate Report was very controversial. For the first time, animal welfare advocates, tax 
payers, elected officials and charitable donors had access to an objective tool to examine the performance of their local 
shelters. In 2007, the data revealed that 53%, more than half, of the dogs and cats entering Michigan shelters were being 
euthanized. 

Since the first published Live Release Rate Report, shelters have made incredible progress saving the lives of those in their
care. In 2021, the cumulative live release rate for Michigan shelters is 94%.

Although the information currently collected is limited, hopefully one day it will be expanded so that program funding and 
efforts can be better targeted to address issues, problems and causes. However, the information we do have reveals some 
important observations. 2021 will be known as the year that started the capacity crisis. The crisis was not limited to Michigan, 
but was a national problem – partially the result of shelter shutdowns or safety measures put in place during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Although many speculated that the crisis resulted from an adoption spike during work-from-home, then an influx of 
surrenders when many returned to work, with a few exceptions, the data does not support a large influx of intakes as the cause 
of the capacity crisis. 
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The chart below indicates an intake lower in 2021 than in 2016, 2018 
and 2019 with adoptions increasing in 2021 over 2020. 
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15 YEAR MICHIGAN SHELTER HISTORY



At the same time, with animal control staffing resuming in 2021, return to owner 
(RTO) for stray shelter animals also returned to pre-pandemic levels.
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15 YEAR MICHIGAN RETURN TO OWNER



Unfortunately, statewide data is not specific enough to determine the exact causes of the crisis. It is more than likely the result 
of a perfect storm of staffing and volunteer reductions, limited shelter hours, reduced access, the national veterinarian 
shortage and other factors all converging and greatly effecting the throughput of animals entering the shelter system.  

It is estimated that during the COVID-19 pandemic, more than 3 million spay/neuter procedures were not performed due to clinic 
shutdowns. It is therefore logical that we will see an unintended increase in puppy and, especially, kitten births. Data from some 
Michigan shelters that operate robust TNR community cat programs shows a spike in kitten intake in 2021.  

For the second year in a row, shelter dog euthanasia (4,040) was greater than shelter cat euthanasia (3,886), turning around a long 
history of shelters euthanizing community cats.  

Michigan Pet Alliance will continue to expand and enhance the data from the annual shelter reports in the coming years. The 
Live Release Rate Report will continue to be prepared along with the map that reveals live release rate by county. 

The more we know and understand through data, the better we can serve  the voiceless.

2210 Lancaster, Bloomfield Hills, MI | 313-731-2244 | admin@MichiganPet.org | MichiganPet.org
© 2022 Michigan Pet Alliance.  All Rights Reserved.



2210 Lancaster, Bloomfield Hills, MI | 313-731-2244 | admin@MichiganPet.org | MichiganPet.org
© 2022 Michigan Pet Alliance.  All Rights Reserved.

2021 MICHIGAN SHELTER INTAKE
In 2021, more cats (71,952) than dogs (61,412) 

were accepted into Michigan’s shelters. 
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2021 MICHIGAN RETURN TO OWNER
In 2021, 23% of dogs in Michigan shelters were 

returned to their owners, while only 2% of cats were. 
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2021 MICHIGAN ADOPTIONS
In 2021, 19,145 more cats than dogs were 

adopted from Michigan shelters
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2021 MICHIGAN SPAY/NEUTER
In 2023, 74,211 animals in Michigan shelters were neutered prior to 

adoption, while 9,258 were adopted intact. Since animals transferred to 
home-based rescues are recorded as adoptions, we don’t know if these 

animals went to other organizations or to individuals.
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In 2021, fewer shelter cats were euthanized than shelter dogs.  There was a 
substantial increase in Owner Requested Euthanasia.

2021 MICHIGAN ANIMALS EUTHANIZED
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---% Alcona County-Harrisville, Caledonia
99% Alger County-Munising, Burt
97% Allegan County-Allegan, Holland
99% Alpena County-Alpena
97% Antrim County-Bellaire
99% Arenac County-Standish, Au Gres
98% Baraga-L’Anse
94% Barry County-Hastings
97% Bay County-Bay City
95% Benzie County-Beulah, Frankfort
91% Berrien County-St. Joseph, Benton Harbor
99% Branch County-Coldwater, Bronson
88% Calhoun County-Marshall, Battle Creek
95% Cass County-Cassopolis, Mason
95% Charlevoix County-Charlevoix, Boyne City
96% Cheboygan County-Cheboygan
98% Chippewa County-Sault St. Marie, Lincoln
98% Clare County-Harrison, Allendale
95% Clinton County-St. Johns, East Lansing
99% Crawford County-Grayling
99% Delta County-Escanaba
96% Dickinson County-Iron Mountain
95% Eaton County-Charlotte, Lansing
98% Emmet County-Petoskey, Harbor Springs
95% Genesee County-Flint, Burton
100% Gladwin County-Gladwin, Beaverton
99% Gogebic County-Bessemer
99% Grand Traverse County-Traverse City, Grant
100% Gratiot County-Ithaca, Alma
97% Hillsdale County-Hillsdale
98% Houghton-Houghton
98% Huron County-Bad Ax, Harbor Beach
91% Ingham County-Mason, Lansing
---% Ionia County-Ionia, Portland
97% Iosco County-Tawas City, Au Sable
92% Iron County-Crystal Falls, Iron River
100% Isabella County-Mount Pleasant
---% Jackson County-Jackson

99% Sanilac County-Sandusky
96% Schoolcraft County-Manistique
98% Shiawassee County-Corunna, Owosso 
91% St. Clair County-Port Huron, Marysville
92% St. Joseph County-Centreville, Three 

Rivers
98% Tuscola County-Caro, Freemont
96% Van Buren County-Paw Paw, South 

Haven
97% Washtenaw County-Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti
89% Wayne County with Detroit  
93% Wayne County (outer) without Detroit 
85% Detroit only
97% Wexford County-Cadillac

2021 LIVE RELEASE RATES FOR HOMELESS CATS & DOGS BY MICHIGAN COUNTIES 

NOTES:
First city/town listed is the county seat.  Second location 
listed is to provide a reference to help the user locate the 
county.

Live Release Rates are determined by the Shelter 
Reports which are annually submitted by each shelter to 
the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development.  In counties where more than one shelter 
exists, all significant shelter report statistics were 
combined to determine a county live release rate.

* County with no animal shelter.

--- Critical shelter report missing for 2021

86% Kalamazoo County-Kalamazoo
97% Kalkaska County-Kalkaska
95% Kent County-Grand Rapids
98% Keweenaw County-Eagle River
98% Lake County-Baldwin
94% Lapeer County-Lapeer
99% Leelanau County-Suttons Bay Township, 

Leland
98% Lenawee County-Adrian
98% Livingston County-Howell, Brighton
97% Luce County-Newberry
89% Mackinac County-St. Ignace
96% Macomb County-Mount Clemens, Sterling 

Heights
97% Manistee County-Manistee, Douglas
99% Marquette County-Marquette
99% Mason County-Ludington
98% Mecosta County-Big Rapids
98% Menominee County-Menominee
98% Midland County-Midland
97% Missaukee County-Lake City
99% Monroe County-Monroe
96% Montcalm County-Stanton, Greenville
95% Montmorency County-Atlanta, Lewiston
95% Muskegon County-Muskegon
93% Newaygo County-White Cloud, Monroe
95% Oakland County-Pontiac, Royal Oak
93% Oceana County-Hart, Pentwater 
93% Ogemaw County-West Branch, Rose City 
100% Ontonagon County-Ontonagon
82% Osceola County-Reed City, Richmond
* Oscoda County-Mio, Oscoda

98% Otsego County-Gaylord
95% Ottawa County-Grand Haven, Holland
* Presque Isle County-Rogers City

97% Roscommon County-Roscommon, 
Houghton Lake

81% Saginaw County-Saginaw, Bridgeport
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Source: 2020 Animal Shelter Annual Reports submitted to Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.
Compiled into Live Release Report available at www.michiganpet.org

2021 LIVE RELEASE RATES BY COUNTY
MICHIGAN HOMELESS DOGS & CATS


