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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

$10,000 in grants available to Michigan animal shelters and nonprofits 
Michigan Pet Alliance offers 2026 Next Level grants and awards program 

 
July 28, 2026, Warren, Mich. – Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) announces the 2026 grants and awards program for animal 
shelters, nonprofit rescues and animal welfare organizations in Michigan. 
 
“This year’s theme is Next Level,” said Courtney Protz-Sanders, MPA board member. “In the animal welfare field, we 
accomplish more when we improve existing programs, add services and create new opportunities for lifesaving. We 
want to hear about successful programs that take lifesaving to the next level, and we want to reward the organizations 
and people making a difference.”  
 
Previous award winners range across the state, from Friends of Detroit Animal Care & Control to the Upper Peninsula 
Animal Welfare Shelter (UPAWS). 
 
MPA invites Michigan licensed shelters, as well as nonprofit rescue and animal welfare organizations, to apply for any or 
all grant awards and to nominate an ACO of the Year and Volunteer of the Year. 
 
This year’s categories and awards: 
 

• Next Level Innovation in Animal Welfare: $3,000 

• Next Level Community Impact: $2,000 

• Next Level Compassion in Action: $2,000 

• Scentwork Training: $400 value 

• Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year: $100 

• Animal Control Officer of the Year: $500 
 
“Michigan Pet Alliance values the continuous efforts and hard work of our state’s shelters and animal welfare 
advocates,” said Namiko Ota-Noveskey, MPA board member and committee chair. “Education and advocacy are pillars 
of our mission to speak with one voice to improve lifesaving and standards of care for our state’s pets. Through our 
annual awards program, we honor and reward those who work hard to save more lives.” 
 
Grant awards are made possible thanks to the generosity of the Humane Society of Macomb Foundation.  
 
There is no cost to apply for any of the grant awards. The deadline for applications is Friday, July 31, 2026, at 8 p.m. ET, 
available at www.michiganpet.org/mpa-awards/. 
 
Winners will be awarded at the Michigan Pet Alliance One Voice Conference & Expo this October in Clinton Township, 
Michigan. Registration opens August 10. Scholarships are available now. 
 
Michigan Pet Alliance 
Michigan’s only nonprofit professional association of animal welfare organizations, the mission of Michigan Pet Alliance 

is to work in collaboration and to speak with a single voice to eliminate abuse and neglect of Michigan’s companion 

animals and to save all healthy and treatable homeless companion animals through training, technical assistance, 

education and advocacy. For more information, please visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on 

Facebook. 
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