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Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit Earns 2026 Community Impact Award, $2,000 Grant
Michigan Pet Alliance to present award at animal welfare conference Oct. 2-3 in Clinton Township

August 28, 2026, DEARBORN, MICH. — Michigan Pet Alliance is proud to present the 2026 Community Impact award and
a $2,000 cash grant to Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit (FAMD) for expanding its foster care program by launching
Doggy Day Out, an innovative field-trip initiative that breaks down traditional barriers to fostering and turns local
residents and businesses into active lifesaving partners.

“By allowing community members, potential adopters and volunteers to spend time with adoptable dogs for a few
hours, a full day or an overnight stay, we bypass the long-term time commitment that often prevents people from
fostering or adopting,” said Cory Keller, president and CEO, FAMD. “It’s been a massive success over the past year,
allowing us to learn more about the dogs in our care, while giving them more exposure and opportunities to be
adopted.”

Doggy Day Out facilitated 740 outings, giving shelter dogs vital mental relief from kennel stress, while projecting that
250 individual dogs will be served and 150 dogs will find permanent homes through the initiative this year.

The selection committee highly praised FAMD’s ability to leverage these short outings into corporate partnerships. A
standout example includes an ongoing collaboration with The Envelope Printery, a local business whose employees have
welcomed a shelter dog into their workplace every Monday for over six months. From office socialization to a staff-
sponsored "spa day" for a shelter dog named Miller Man, the program has seamlessly blended animal welfare with local
workplace culture.

“Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit’s creative programs demonstrate that lasting community impact starts with
human connections," said Namiko Ota-Noveskey, committee chair, Michigan Pet Alliance. "By sending adoptable dogs
into parks, neighborhoods and offices, they are building awareness, increasing engagement, creating new partnerships
and making a real community impact.

“They aren't just finding homes for dogs; they are turning neighbors, residents and local businesses into lifelong animal
welfare advocates."

Every year, Michigan Pet Alliance awards $10,000 in grants and training to deserving shelters, nonprofit organizations
and animal welfare advocates in Michigan. This year, the organization’s Better Together awards and grants program
received more nominations and submissions than ever before.

Michigan Pet Alliance will formally present the Community Impact award and $2,000 grant to Friends for Animals of
Metro Detroit at its 2026 One Voice Michigan Pet Alliance Conference & Expo, Oct. 2-3, at Macomb Community College

in Clinton Township.

Registration to attend the conference is now open at michiganpet.org/2026conference.

2026 Better Together award categories and recipients:


https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/2026conference/

Legislators of the Year Awards On-Site Cat Training Grant ($1,000 value)

Senator Kevin Hertel (D-St. Clair Shores) Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement,
Representative Joe Aragona (R-Clinton Township) Kalamazoo

Animal Control Officer of the Year, $500 grant On-Site Dog Training Grant ($1,000 value)

Jon Brown, Manistee County Sheriff's Office Detroit Animal Care & Control, Detroit

Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year, $100 grant Scentwork Training Grant ($500 value)

Keith Takasawa, Petoskey Humane Society of West Michigan, Grand Rapids
Innovation in Animal Welfare Award, $3,000 grant Community Impact Award: $2,000 grant

Dog Aide, Detroit Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit, Dearborn
Compassion in Action Award: $2,000 grant Best Friend to Animals Award

Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue, Kalamazoo 4 Paws 1 Heart, St. Clair Shores

Michigan Pet Alliance

Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) is a nonprofit organization and the state’s only professional association for animal welfare
organizations and individuals who care about pets. MPA was formed as a membership-based association to bring
together all of Michigan’s pet lovers and animal welfare advocates, to speak with one voice and to raise the standards of
care for companion animals in Michigan. MPA strives to end the killing of healthy and treatable homeless cats and dogs
in Michigan animal shelters. The MPA mission is to collaborate with advocates, animal shelters and rescue organizations
to achieve a standard of best practices through training, technical assistance, education and advocacy. For more
information, visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on Facebook.
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