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Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue of Kalamazoo Earns 2026 Compassion in Action Award, $2,000 Grant 
Michigan Pet Alliance to present award at animal welfare conference Oct. 2-3 in Clinton Township  

 
August 28, 2026, KALAMAZOO, MICH. – Michigan Pet Alliance is proud to present its 2026 Compassion in Action award 
and $2,000 cash grant to Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue (RARR) of Kalamazoo, Michigan, for its extraordinary dedication to 
serve as a safety net for domestic rabbits and the humans who love them. Domestic rabbits are the nation’s third most 
popular pet, yet one of the most frequently abandoned. 
 
“Rabbit Angels’ philosophy that animal welfare and human well-being are deeply interconnected demonstrates why the 
organization earned the Compassion in Action award,” said Namiko Ota-Noveskey, committee chair, Michigan Pet 
Alliance.  
 
Operating on a modest annual budget, RARR has become a critical regional partner for municipal animal control 
agencies, helping manage complex neglect cases, hoarding interventions and emergency medical rehabilitation.  
 
Rather than focusing solely on traditional rescue, RARR actively prevents shelter surrenders by offering emergency 
foster care for owners facing homelessness or hospitalization, providing direct hardship supplies and offering free 
behavioral coaching. 
 
“In the first six months of this year alone, we have invested more than $35,000 in specialized, non-routine medical care,” 
said RRAR Director Heather Bradshaw. “We treat everything from severe abscesses to amputations. Financial barriers 
should never determine an animal’s survival." 
 
The $2,000 grant will directly fund RARR’s Compassion Without Conditions Fund, which supports crisis housing 
assistance, high-cost emergency veterinary surgeries and the rescue's upcoming community spay/neuter initiative 
launching next month to fully fund surgeries for low-income families. 
 
Every year, Michigan Pet Alliance awards $10,000 in grants and training to deserving shelters, nonprofit organizations 
and animal welfare advocates in Michigan. This year, the organization’s Better Together awards and grants program 
received more nominations and submissions than ever before.  
 
Michigan Pet Alliance will formally present the Compassion in Action award and $2,000 grant to Rabbit Angels Rabbit 
Rescue at its 2026 One Voice Michigan Pet Alliance Conference & Expo, Oct. 2-3, at Macomb Community College in 
Clinton Township. 
 
Registration to attend the conference is now open at michiganpet.org/2026conference. 
 
2026 Better Together award categories and recipients: 
 

Animal Control Officer of the Year 
Jon Brown, Manistee County Sheriff's Office 
 
Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year  
Keith Takasawa, Petoskey 
 

Innovation in Animal Welfare, $3,000 grant 
Dog Aide, Detroit 
 
Compassion in Action Award: $2,000 grant 
Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue, Kalamazoo

 

https://www.rabbitangelsrabbitrescue.com/
https://www.rabbitangelsrabbitrescue.com/
https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/2026conference/


Community Impact Award: $2,000 grant 
Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit, Dearborn 
 
Legislators of the Year Awards 
Senator Kevin Hertel 
Representative Joe Aragona 
 
Best Friend to Animals Award 
4 Paws 1 Heart, St. Clair Shores 
 
Best Friend to Cats Award 

Cheryl Phillips, Northville 
          
On-Site Dog Training Grant ($1,000 value) 
Detroit Animal Care & Control, Detroit 
 
On-Site Cat Training Grant ($1,000 value) 
Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement, 
Kalamazoo 
 
Scentwork Training Grant  
Humane Society of West Michigan, Grand Rapids 

  
 
Michigan Pet Alliance 
Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) is a nonprofit organization and the state’s only professional association for animal welfare 

organizations and individuals who care about pets. MPA was formed as a membership-based association to bring 

together all of Michigan’s pet lovers and animal welfare advocates, to speak with one voice and to raise the standards of 

care for companion animals in Michigan. MPA strives to end the killing of healthy and treatable homeless cats and dogs 

in Michigan animal shelters. The MPA mission is to collaborate with advocates, animal shelters and rescue organizations 

to achieve a standard of best practices through training, technical assistance, education and advocacy. For more 

information, visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan Pet Alliance, 23451 Pinewood, Warren, MI 48091 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization, EIN: 20-0399162 
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