# FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Courtney Protz-Sanders, MPA Board of Directors
248-761-7716, courtney@michiganpet.org

Dog Aide of Detroit Earns 2026 Innovation in Animal Welfare Award, $3,000 Grant
Michigan Pet Alliance to present award at animal welfare conference Oct. 2-3 in Clinton Township

August 28, 2026, DETROIT — Michigan Pet Alliance is proud to present its 2026 Innovation in Animal Welfare award and
$3,000 cash grant to Dog Aide of Detroit, Michigan. This statewide recognition honors an organization that has
fundamentally redefined shelter diversion by building a proactive, relationship-based community model that addresses
the root causes of pet relinquishment before families reach a breaking point.

Dog Aide's groundbreaking strategy shifts the focus from emergency response to consistent, long-term relationship
building. Rather than waiting for families to seek help during a crisis, team members regularly embed themselves within
the community month after month.

This persistent presence allows the organization to establish trust with residents, spot emerging issues early, such as
deteriorating outdoor shelters, financial strains or developing medical conditions, and to intervene before a family feels
forced to surrender a beloved pet.

The selection committee, which reviews blind applications, highly praised Dog Aide’s comprehensive, full-service
approach to removing barriers to pet ownership. Since its founding, the organization’s surrender prevention-focused
model has achieved staggering community results:

e Supported more than 9,100 families to keep their pets safely at home
e Distributed more than 2.6 million pet meals

e Provided over 4,100 free spay and neuter surgeries

e Vaccinated more than 8,500 animals

e Supplied more than 1,250 custom insulated dog houses

"Innovation isn’t always about inventing a brand-new service; it is about completely transforming how those services are
delivered," said Namiko Ota-Noveskey, committee chair, Michigan Pet Alliance. "Dog Aide proves that by delivering
routine care through a dedicated, relationship-first model, we can prevent more pets from entering an already
overburdened shelter system.”

Today, Dog Aide provides continuous, critical support to approximately 500 dogs every month. By delivering customized
aid, ranging from food donations and veterinary transportation to behavior guidance and supplies, the organization
ensures that local shelter resources remain open exclusively for animals with absolutely nowhere else to go.

“We are incredibly honored to receive this award because it recognizes something we believe deeply: helping dogs often
means helping the people who love them,” said Director of Operations Rachel Beno, Dog Aide. “This $3,000 grant will go
directly toward food, veterinary care and supplies for Detroit dogs, helping families overcome barriers and keep their
pets safe, healthy and at home.”

Every year, Michigan Pet Alliance awards $10,000 in grants and training to deserving shelters, nonprofit organizations
and animal welfare advocates in Michigan. This year, the organization’s Better Together awards and grants program
received more nominations and submissions than ever before.

Michigan Pet Alliance will formally present the Innovation in Animal Welfare award and $3,000 grant to Dog Aide at its
2026 One Voice Michigan Pet Alliance Conference & Expo, Oct. 2-3, at Macomb Community College in Clinton Township.
Registration to attend the conference is now open at michiganpet.org/2026conference.



https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/2026conference/

2026 Better Together award categories and recipients:

Legislators of the Year Awards
Senator Kevin Hertel (D-St. Clair Shores)
Representative Joe Aragona (R-Clinton Township)

Animal Control Officer of the Year, $500 grant
Jon Brown, Manistee County Sheriff's Office

Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year, $100 grant
Keith Takasawa, Petoskey

Innovation in Animal Welfare Award, $3,000 grant
Dog Aide, Detroit

Compassion in Action Award: $2,000 grant
Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue, Kalamazoo

Michigan Pet Alliance

Community Impact Award: $2,000 grant
Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit, Dearborn

Best Friend to Animals Award
4 Paws 1 Heart, St. Clair Shores

On-Site Dog Training Grant ($1,000 value)
Detroit Animal Care & Control, Detroit

On-Site Cat Training Grant ($1,000 value)
Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement,
Kalamazoo

Scentwork Training Grant ($500 value)
Humane Society of West Michigan, Grand Rapids

Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) is a nonprofit organization and the state’s only professional association for animal welfare
organizations and individuals who care about pets. MPA was formed as a membership-based association to bring
together all of Michigan’s pet lovers and animal welfare advocates, to speak with one voice and to raise the standards of
care for companion animals in Michigan. MPA strives to end the killing of healthy and treatable homeless cats and dogs
in Michigan animal shelters. The MPA mission is to collaborate with advocates, animal shelters and rescue organizations
to achieve a standard of best practices through training, technical assistance, education and advocacy. For more
information, visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on Facebook.
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