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Humane Society of West Michigan Earns 2026 Scentwork Training Grant
Michigan Pet Alliance to present award at animal welfare conference Oct. 2-3 in Clinton Township

August 28, 2026, GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. — Michigan Pet Alliance is proud to present the 2026 Scentwork Training Grant
to the Humane Society of West Michigan (HSWM) for its forward-thinking goal to establish a seamless, low-cost and
sustainable scentwork enrichment program that supports natural canine behaviors and rehabilitation.

Caring for approximately 1,800 animals annually, HSWM built a robust enrichment program using woodland walks, play
groups and sensory puzzles. To further spearhead these efforts, the organization recently hired a dedicated enrichment
coordinator to design targeted behavioral plans for the animals who need them most while they await adoption.

This scentwork training grant will allow the coordinator, alongside the shelter's animal care and behavior teams to
systematically implement evidence-based scentwork to reduce stress, anxiety and overstimulation for dogs experiencing
prolonged shelter stays or recovering from trauma.

“The Humane Society of West Michigan stands out for its proactive investment in behavioral health," said Namiko Ota-
Noveskey, committee chair, Michigan Pet Alliance. "Scentwork taps into a dog's most natural instinct, serving as a highly
effective tool to build confidence in fearful or reactive dogs. By extending this training to their volunteers and foster
network, HSWM is setting a commendable benchmark for holistic animal welfare in Michigan."

The Scentwork Training Grant from Michigan Pet Alliance provides a scentwork expert, certified dog trainer who will
spend the day with the shelter’s staff and volunteers, incorporating scentwork into the shelter’s behavior, enrichment
and animal care programs. Unfamiliar environments, like an animal shelter or foster home, can be very overwhelming,
which can exacerbate an already anxious dog and bring out undesirable behaviors. Through the Michigan Pet Alliance
Scentwork Training program, certified dog trainer and author Laurie Horn teaches shelter staff, volunteers and fosters
how engaging a dog’s most powerful sense can make the dogs in care more adoptable.

“Scentwork builds confidence in fearful and timid dogs; calms overstimulated dogs; reduces behavioral issues; slows
cognitive decline in seniors; minimizes stress; and decreases length of stay in shelters,” said Horn.

Every year, Michigan Pet Alliance awards $10,000 in grants and training to deserving shelters, nonprofit organizations
and animal welfare advocates in Michigan. This year, the organization’s Better Together awards and grants program

received more nominations and submissions than ever before.

Michigan Pet Alliance will formally present the Scentwork Training Grant to Humane Society of West Michigan at its
2026 One Voice Michigan Pet Alliance Conference & Expo, Oct. 2-3, at Macomb Community College in Clinton Township.

Registration to attend the conference is now open at michiganpet.org/2026conference.

2026 Better Together award categories and recipients:


https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/2026conference/

Legislators of the Year Awards On-Site Cat Training Grant ($1,000 value)

Senator Kevin Hertel (D-St. Clair Shores) Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement,
Representative Joe Aragona (R-Clinton Township) Kalamazoo

Animal Control Officer of the Year, $500 grant On-Site Dog Training Grant ($1,000 value)

Jon Brown, Manistee County Sheriff's Office Detroit Animal Care & Control, Detroit

Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year, $100 grant Scentwork Training Grant ($500 value)

Keith Takasawa, Petoskey Humane Society of West Michigan, Grand Rapids
Innovation in Animal Welfare Award, $3,000 grant Community Impact Award: $2,000 grant

Dog Aide, Detroit Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit, Dearborn
Compassion in Action Award: $2,000 grant Best Friend to Animals Award

Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue, Kalamazoo 4 Paws 1 Heart, St. Clair Shores

Michigan Pet Alliance

Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) is a nonprofit organization and the state’s only professional association for animal welfare
organizations and individuals who care about pets. MPA was formed as a membership-based association to bring
together all of Michigan’s pet lovers and animal welfare advocates, to speak with one voice and to raise the standards of
care for companion animals in Michigan. MPA strives to end the killing of healthy and treatable homeless cats and dogs
in Michigan animal shelters. The MPA mission is to collaborate with advocates, animal shelters and rescue organizations
to achieve a standard of best practices through training, technical assistance, education and advocacy. For more
information, visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on Facebook.
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