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Keith Takasawa of Petoskey Earns 2026 Volunteer of the Year Award 

Michigan Pet Alliance to present award at animal welfare conference Oct. 2-3 in Clinton Township  
 
August 28, 2026, PETOSKEY, MICH. – Michigan Pet Alliance is proud to present its 2026 Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year 
award to Keith Takasawa of Petoskey, Michigan, for his extraordinary dedication and lifesaving impact on animal 
welfare. 
 
“This statewide award honors an individual whose selflessness, dependability and profound compassion have gone 
above and beyond to give homeless animals a second chance at life,” said Namiko Ota-Noveskey, committee chair, 
Michigan Pet Alliance.  
 
Takasawa is recognized as a vital lifeline for animals. Renowned for his willingness to drop everything at a moment’s 
notice, he has dedicated more than 100 hours of his personal time volunteering at the Little Traverse Bay Humane 
Society in Harbor Springs. 
 
"Keith exemplifies what it means to be a truly dedicated volunteer," said Sarah Burdick, shelter operations manager, 
Little Traverse Bay Humane Society. "He brings a level of kindness and dependability that doesn't just help the animals, 
it inspires everyone around him. His positivity and above-and-beyond generosity make him deeply deserving of this high 
honor." 
 
Takasawa was nominated by his peers for his unwavering commitment and reliability, specifically his time transporting 
animals for specialized surgeries, coordinating vital transfers with partner shelters and picking up critical supply orders 
to ensure animals always have the resources they need to thrive. 
 
His colleagues noted that for Takasawa, "no trip is too short and no journey is too long. Whether navigating a quick drive 
across town or undertaking a grueling, full-day round trip across the state of Michigan, Takasawa approaches every 
single transport with the exact same level of enthusiasm and deep compassion. He operates with the profound 
understanding that each mile driven directly translates to more lives saved.” 
 
Through his relentless efforts, Takasawa has become a shining example of how individual volunteerism can dramatically 
elevate the capacity of animal welfare organizations to save, heal and rehome vulnerable pets. 
 
Every year, Michigan Pet Alliance awards $10,000 in grants and training to deserving shelters, nonprofit organizations 
and animal welfare advocates in Michigan. In memory of Joel Penny, this award honors an individual who gives selflessly 
of their time volunteering in various aspects of animal welfare. This year, the organization’s Better Together awards and 
grants program received more nominations and submissions than ever before.  
 
Michigan Pet Alliance will formally present the Volunteer of the Year award and $100 to Takasawa at its 2026 One Voice 
Michigan Pet Alliance Conference & Expo, Oct. 2-3, at Macomb Community College in Clinton Township. 
 
Registration to attend the conference is now open at michiganpet.org/2026conference. 
 
2026 Better Together award categories and recipients: 
 

Animal Control Officer of the Year 
Jon Brown, Manistee County Sheriff's Office 

Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year  
Keith Takasawa, Petoskey 

https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/2026conference/


 
Innovation in Animal Welfare, $3,000 grant 
Dog Aide, Detroit 
 
Compassion in Action Award: $2,000 grant 
Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue, Kalamazoo 
 
Community Impact Award: $2,000 grant 
Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit, Dearborn 
 
Legislators of the Year Awards 
Senator Kevin Hertel 
Representative Joe Aragona 
 

Best Friend to Animals Award 
4 Paws 1 Heart, St. Clair Shores 
          
On-Site Dog Training Grant ($1,000 value) 
Detroit Animal Care & Control, Detroit 
 
On-Site Cat Training Grant ($1,000 value) 
Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement, 
Kalamazoo 
 
Scentwork Training Grant  
Humane Society of West Michigan, Grand Rapids 

  
 
Michigan Pet Alliance 
Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) is a nonprofit organization and the state’s only professional association for animal welfare 

organizations and individuals who care about pets. MPA was formed as a membership-based association to bring 

together all of Michigan’s pet lovers and animal welfare advocates, to speak with one voice and to raise the standards of 

care for companion animals in Michigan. MPA strives to end the killing of healthy and treatable homeless cats and dogs 

in Michigan animal shelters. The MPA mission is to collaborate with advocates, animal shelters and rescue organizations 

to achieve a standard of best practices through training, technical assistance, education and advocacy. For more 

information, visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on Facebook. 
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