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Detroit Animal Care & Control Earns 2026 On-site Dog Training Grant 

Michigan Pet Alliance to present award at animal welfare conference Oct. 2-3 in Clinton Township  
 
August 28, 2026, DETROIT – Michigan Pet Alliance is proud to present its 2026 On-site Dog Training Grant to Detroit 

Animal Care & Control (DACC). The shelter was nominated for the award by animal welfare advocates from across the 

state. 

 

The On-site Dog Training Grant from Michigan Pet Alliance provides a professional dog behavior and enrichment trainer 

who will spend the day with the shelter’s staff and volunteers covering canine body language, stress reduction, safe and 

humane handling, enrichment, force-free training, behavior modification, and more tips and tactics that help reduce 

illness, save costs, improve quality of life, and increase adoptions and transfers. 

 

“In 2025, DACC took in 7,183 puppies and adult dogs,” said Namiko Ota-Noveskey, committee chair, Michigan Pet 

Alliance. “That’s a lot of pups to keep active and trained while they wait to find their new families. The additional 

training from our grant will not only teach new staff new tricks, but will spark ideas for new and expanded programs.” 

 

Last year, 1,267 of those 7,183 canines were lost and returned home to their families. 2,131 were transferred to other 

shelters, while 1,044 were adopted. The purpose of the Michigan Pet Alliance training grants is to help shelters increase 

those live outcomes and get more healthy pets out the door faster. 

 

“We hope to use this grant to raise the level of knowledge for our animal care staff so we can provide the best care, 

meet the needs of our dogs and help them quickly find new loving homes,” said DACC Shelter Operations Manager 

Renena McCaskill. “DACC is thankful for this grant and this opportunity from Michigan Pet Alliance, and grateful to 

everyone who nominated us.” 

 

Every year, Michigan Pet Alliance awards $10,000 in grants and training to deserving shelters, nonprofit organizations 

and animal welfare advocates in Michigan. This year, the organization’s Better Together awards and grants program 

received more nominations and submissions than ever before.  

 

Michigan Pet Alliance will formally present the dog training grant, valued at $1,000, to Detroit Animal Care & Control at 

its 2026 One Voice Michigan Pet Alliance Conference & Expo, Oct. 2-3, at Macomb Community College in Clinton Twp. 

 

Registration to attend the conference is now open at michiganpet.org/2026conference. 

 

2026 Better Together award categories and recipients: 

 

Legislators of the Year Awards 

Senator Kevin Hertel (D-St. Clair Shores) 

Representative Joe Aragona (R-Clinton Township)  

 

On-Site Cat Training Grant ($1,000 value) 

Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement, 

Kalamazoo 

 

 

 

https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/shelter-training/
https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/2026conference/


Animal Control Officer of the Year, $500 grant 

Jon Brown, Manistee County Sheriff's Office 

 

Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year, $100 grant  

Keith Takasawa, Petoskey 

 

Innovation in Animal Welfare Award, $3,000 grant 

Dog Aide, Detroit 

 

Compassion in Action Award: $2,000 grant 

Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue, Kalamazoo 

 

Community Impact Award: $2,000 grant 

Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit, Dearborn 

 

Best Friend to Animals Award 

4 Paws 1 Heart, St. Clair Shores 

          

On-Site Dog Training Grant ($1,000 value) 

Detroit Animal Care & Control, Detroit 

 

Scentwork Training Grant ($500 value) 

Humane Society of West Michigan, Grand Rapids 

 

Michigan Pet Alliance 

Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) is a nonprofit organization and the state’s only professional association for animal welfare 

organizations and individuals who care about pets. MPA was formed as a membership-based association to bring 

together all of Michigan’s pet lovers and animal welfare advocates, to speak with one voice and to raise the standards of 

care for companion animals in Michigan. MPA strives to end the killing of healthy and treatable homeless cats and dogs 

in Michigan animal shelters. The MPA mission is to collaborate with advocates, animal shelters and rescue organizations 

to achieve a standard of best practices through training, technical assistance, education and advocacy. For more 

information, visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on Facebook. 
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