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Michigan Pet Alliance Honors Rep Joe Aragona and Senator Kevin Hertel as 2026 Legislators of the Year 

Awards presented at animal welfare conference Oct. 2-3 in Clinton Township  
 
August 28, 2026, LANSING – Michigan Pet Alliance is proud to present its 2026 Legislator of the Year Awards to 
Representative Joseph Aragona (R-Clinton Township) and Senator Kevin Hertel (D-St. Clair Shores) for their outstanding 
advocacy and unwavering commitment to animal welfare in Michigan. Both lawmakers have backed critical, bipartisan 
legislation to protect companion animals across the state. 
 
"Michigan’s animals have two incredible champions in Lansing with Representative Aragona and Senator Hertel," said 
Tanya Hilgendorf, Michigan Pet Alliance chair. "Their dedication to passing common-sense, bipartisan animal welfare 
laws is transforming Michigan into a safer, more compassionate state for pets and the families who love them." 
 
Senator Hertel has consistently demonstrated a deep commitment to animal protection throughout his tenure in both 
the Michigan House and Senate. As a co-sponsor of Teddy’s Law, which ensures laboratory research dogs and cats are 
offered for adoption rather than euthanized, Sen. Hertel has been a fierce advocate for accountability. In a legislative 
hearing earlier this year, he strongly questioned and criticized Wayne State University regarding its failure to act in 
accordance with the true intent of Teddy’s Law, demanding transparency for animals used in research. 
 
“Animals provide so much love and comfort to us in our daily lives that they deserve to have a long, happy life,” said 
Senator Hertel. “That’s why I knew Teddy’s Law — legislation that created a pathway for thousands of dogs and cats in 
Michigan to find loving forever homes — was so important. I will always fight for policies that protect the animals who 
give so much to us.” 
 
Representative Aragona has emerged as a primary champion for animals in the Michigan House. He is the sponsor of 
Queenie’s Law (HB 4254), which aims to ban painful and invasive dog testing and research at public universities. 
Additionally, Rep. Aragona introduced Buddy’s Law, a bipartisan initiative designed to strengthen protections for 
animals against cruelty and neglect. His comprehensive legislative portfolio this session also includes a bipartisan bill 
package to expand veterinary telehealth services, increasing medical access for pets, and a multi-bill package to reform 
Michigan’s sentencing guidelines for animal abuse offenders. 
 
Michigan Pet Alliance will formally present the awards to Representative Aragona and Senator Hertel at its 2026 One 
Voice Michigan Pet Alliance Conference & Expo, Oct. 2-3, at Macomb Community College in Clinton Township. 
 
Registration to attend the conference is now open at michiganpet.org/2026conference. 
 
2026 Better Together award categories and recipients: 
 
Legislators of the Year Awards 
Senator Kevin Hertel (D-St. Clair Shores) 
Representative Joe Aragona (R-Clinton Township) 
 

On-Site Cat Training Grant ($1,000 value) 
Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement, 
Kalamazoo

Animal Control Officer of the Year, $500 grant 
Jon Brown, Manistee County Sheriff's Office 
 
Innovation in Animal Welfare Award, $3,000 grant 
Dog Aide, Detroit 
Compassion in Action Award: $2,000 grant 

Rabbit Angels Rabbit Rescue, Kalamazoo 
 
Joel Penny Volunteer of the Year, $100 grant  
Keith Takasawa, Petoskey 

https://www.michiganpet.org/education-and-training/2026conference/


Community Impact Award: $2,000 grant 
Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit, Dearborn 
 
Best Friend to Animals Award 
4 Paws 1 Heart, St. Clair Shores 
          

On-Site Dog Training Grant ($1,000 value) 
Detroit Animal Care & Control, Detroit 
 
Scentwork Training Grant ($500 value) 
Humane Society of West Michigan, Grand Rapids 

 
Michigan Pet Alliance 
Michigan Pet Alliance (MPA) is a nonprofit organization and the state’s only professional association for animal welfare 

organizations and individuals who care about pets. MPA was formed as a membership-based association to bring 

together all of Michigan’s pet lovers and animal welfare advocates, to speak with one voice and to raise the standards of 

care for companion animals in Michigan. MPA strives to end the killing of healthy and treatable homeless cats and dogs 

in Michigan animal shelters. The MPA mission is to collaborate with advocates, animal shelters and rescue organizations 

to achieve a standard of best practices through training, technical assistance, education and advocacy. 

For more information, visit MichiganPet.org and follow @MichiganPetAlliance on Facebook. 
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